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Difficulty of War under Present 
Conditions. 

The recent occurrence at Tientsin illustrates, better 
than any words can portray it, a certain change which 
has taken place in recent years in respect of the reck- 
lessness with which nations formerly plunged into 
war. For two or three days the world was agape 
expecting the English and the Russian troops to fall 
to killing each other over the question of a few rods 
of railroad siding. A generation ago the incident 
would have resulted in an immediate fight, and ten 
chances to one in a direful war between the two great 
powers. Small as the matter of the railroad siding 
was, it was just the sort of thing which formerly 
served as the match which kindled the fire of war. 
For railroad sidings and the like, be it remembered, 
were never the real cause of war, but only the occa- 
sion which let out the pent-up jealousy, hatred and 
ambition which had been accumulating and biding 
their time. 

There are several reasons for the present reluctance 
to let loose the dogs of war. They are not of equal 
force, but all operative. Some of them are of a moral 
character ; others largely selfish in nature. 

The cable and telegraph have a conspicuous influ- 
ence. When the Tientsin incident occurred, the 
governments at London and St. Petersburg were at 



once in communication. They, looking at the matter 
calmly at a distance, saw the comparative insignificance 
of the occurrence, and the immense risks and uncer- 
tainties involved in a war. An agreement was quickly 
reached to withdraw the troops of both sides, and let 
the whole matter be carefully investigated. This was 
eminently sensible; but without the wires it could 
not have taken place. Ten days without intercom- 
munication of the governments would have seen the 
die cast at Tientsin, and the two nations mad with 
passion and wildly rushing to war. The wires are 
great war-preventers. 

The frightful risks, financial and political, and the 
uncertainties as to the outcome of hostilities between 
powers about equally matched, have an immense re- 
straining force. These uncertainties do not arise so 
much out of the size of the armies and navies as out 
of the great expensiveness and deadliness of the 
machinery of war. Since the events of the South 
African war, the military experts of Europe estimate 
that with modern weapons one man on the defensive, 
in the case of frontal attacks, is equal to about ten on 
the offensive. Between armies of equal strength 
there could be, therefore, no decisive engagement, as 
Mr. Bloch has shown. The Boer war, which has cost 
Great Britain nearly one million dollars per day, has 
given a clear idea of the frightful expense which a 
war between England and Russia, for example, would 
impose. 

The men who handle the war-strings know these 
things, and few of them are so insane as to plunge 
their countries into what must in all probability be 
either speedy humiliation or exhaustion and ruin. 
Every turn of diplomacy is tried, and national back- 
downs — straight backdowns, though under some other 
name — such as no important power would have 
thought of a generation ago, are becoming increasingly 
frequent. This fear to go to war is not a very high 
moral reason for abstaining from it ; but it shows at 
least some remnants, or buddings, of sense, and some 
consideration for the welfare of the nation. 

In reference to one another, the great powers have, 
in fact, become downright cowards. They are almost 
mortally afraid to fight one another. Each is anxious, 
possibly, for some other to make an attack upon him, 
but not one of them dares to lead in opening hostili- 
ties. Russia pounces upon Finland or Manchuria, 
and imposes the hardest possible conditions; she 
strenuously avoids tackling England ! Great Britain 
crushes mercilessly to death the little South African 



